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The main question this article addresses is whether national goals precede feminist 
goals in the Third world countries struggling for political and economic independence 
or development?  According to the United Nations Decade for women, it was 
emphasized that women making a distinct shift away subsuming women’s liberation 
under national liberation in a way that postpones the former until the later is achieved. 
 
Egyptian women were involved in a dual struggle as feminists and as nationalists or 
struggle against a double sense of oppression: patriarchy and colonialism in the late 
nineteenth, early twentieth century.  Women’s evolution of a feminist consciousness 
and ideology and their earliest activism preceded their development of a nationalist 
ideology.  This allowed women to develop their own construct of nationalism apart 
from men’s nationalism. Women first used the term “feminism” in public in ١٩٢٣ in 
addition to the term “liberalization of women (tahrir el mar’a)  “ which was used in 
the ١٨٩٠s. 
 
In urban Egypt, women suffered from a strict segregation of sex n all the classes in 
addition to obligatory veiling for their faces out of houses.  The same practice was 
applied to Christians and Jews live in Cairo.  Sexual beliefs and an honor code 
transcending class and urban/rural differences influenced gender institutions and 
practice.  However this prevailing ideology regarding honor relatively altered during 
the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
Middle and upper- class women started to be exposed to European education, the 
inauguration of Princess Fatma University and cultural activities (women’s salons) in 
which they used to discuss the conditions of women.  Aish Altaymoria, Huda 
Sha’rawi, Malak Hefni Nasef, Safia Zaghloul and Zainab Fawwaz are examples of 
pioneers in the domain of women’s liberation. 
 
Women’s nationalists actions and liberating consequences for them as women.  The 
nationalistic trigger prompts the inauguration of women’s emancipation and the 
appearance of women as political actor in nationalists’ street demonstrations.  This 
experience indicates that nationalism and feminism coexist and that women need not 
subsume their feminism under nationalism. 
 

 


